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MONTEREY BAY AQUARIUM: 

Our Seafood Watch Environmental Ratings Program and  
Broader Work to Address Human Rights Issues 

 
Monterey Bay Aquarium believes that sustainable seafood comes from fisheries and 
aquaculture operations that minimize harmful environmental impacts, ensure good and fair 
working conditions, and support livelihoods and economic benefits throughout the entire 
supply chain. 
 
For over twenty years, our Seafood Watch program has evaluated the environmental impacts 
of fisheries and aquaculture supplying the U.S. market. We use a rigorous science-based 
assessment process to produce green, yellow, and red ratings and highlight areas needing 
improvement. The program is a trusted source of information for consumers and businesses 
who want to make environmentally responsible choices about seafood. Our information is 
being used to drive industry improvements in environmental performance and also plays a role 
in developing better science-based management and policy around the world.  
 
Since 2015, the Aquarium’s focus has evolved to include work to address important equity and 
human rights issues that exist in the seafood supply chain. We have developed resources, such 
as the Seafood Social Risk Tool, that can help businesses and policymakers learn more about 
how to identify and manage the risk of forced labor, human trafficking, and hazardous child 
labor in seafood supply chains.  
 
When we work directly in specific regions or countries to improve the environmental 
sustainability of fisheries and aquaculture, we also work to understand and address the 
underlying drivers of human rights violations and social inequities. In this work, we are guided 
by our Social Sustainability Advisory Group, a group of academic researchers, human rights 
professionals, worker and producers' organizations, industry representatives, economists, and 
others who provide valuable strategic guidance and expertise. 
 
For more information about Seafood Watch’s environmental ratings and the Aquarium’s work 
to address the social issues that are critical to sustainable seafood production, please visit 
www.seafoodwatch.org. 
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